Major Scale Pattern 1: E Major

Here’s the first pattern for the major scale. Figuring out which finger to use for which
note is generally pretty easy once you apply this one guideline: one finger goes to one
fret. For example, in the following tab, the pinky will play notes only on the 7th fret, for
any string. The third finger will play notes on the sixth fret for any string, and so on. To
help you understand this, numbers are placed under the first few bars of each scale
pattern, to show you which finger to use.
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Major Scale Pattern 2: D Major

Here’s the second pattern for the major scale. Watch out for the first finger stretch to the
3rd fret on the high E string. Don’t move your hand when you do this stretch. Merely
stretch your finger. It might seem unnatural at first, but you’ll grow into it.
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Fingering for Major Scale Pattern 2



Major Scale Pattern 3: C Major

AS with the previous scale pattern, this one involves a stretch. This time, the stretch is by
the pinky (finger 4) and it’s on the D string. As before, stretch your finger, but don’t
move your hand.
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Fingering: 4 3 1 4 21 3 1 1 14214 314 4
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Scales, caged 3
Fingering for Major Scale Pattern 3



Major Scale Pattern 4: A Major
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Major Scale Pattern 5: G Major

This pattern has another stretch -- two, actually. They’re both pinky stretches. One is on
the D string, and other is on the A string.
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Excerpted from Playing Guitar: A Beginner's Guide, by Darrin Koltow
Download the rest here:

http://www.maximummusician.com/book1.htm
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